LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR
Serving the elderly poor in Pittsburgh since 1872

Mission Statement
Continuing the work

of Saint Jeanne Jugan,
our MISSION is
to offer the neediest
elderly of every race
and religion a home
where they will be
welcomed as Christ,
cared for as family
and accompanied with
dignity until God calls
them to himself.
Volunteer Bill Vogtsberger with Father Dixon at his Jubilee Reception.

Celebrating 60 Years

Save the Dates:
 July 8
Motorcycle Ride
 August 5
Spaghetti Dinner
 August 10-12
Rummage Sale

The Little Sisters of the Poor were honored
to celebrate the 60th Jubilee with Father
Jerome Dixon on Thursday May 25, 2017.
Father Dixon is the former Chaplain for
the Little Sisters and currently resides in the
Jeanne Jugan apartments.
Father Dixon was ordained in 1957 by
Bishop John Dearden at St. Paul’s Cathedral
along with 21 other young men who had
answered God’s call to serve Him and His
flock in Pittsburgh.

Little Sisters of the Poor
1028 Benton Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
(412) 307-1100

The celebration commenced with Mass
in the home’s Gloria Chapel concelebrated
by Father Dixon and an intimate reception
in our auditorium. It was a wonderful
opportunity to express our appreciation to
Father Dixon for his many years of service in
the priesthood, especially for the many years
he served our home by ministering to our
nursing care and apartment Residents.
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During the reception, Father Dixon
humbly shared his cherished photo albums

from his ordination and first Mass at St. Anne
Church in Castle Shannon. Considering the
pre-Vatican II time period, Father Dixon
was quick to point out the biretta that used
to be worn by priests, the direction of the
priest on the altar, and the “Arch-priest”
diligently looking over his shoulder to ensure
everything was done just right.
Though times have changed since his first
celebration of the Mass, Father Dixon is still
a gifted homilist who continues to celebrate
an early, daily Mass in the home’s Chapel.
On occasion he will celebrate Mass in place
of our current chaplain, Father John Geinzer,
when needed.
“We are blessed to have Father Jerome
Dixon as part of our home and are grateful
for his vocation. He has served our home
for many years and we are happy to have
him living here as a Resident for the past
few years,” commented Sister Margaret,
Assistant Administrator.

Little Sisters of the Poor
their deepest appreciation to their devoted
volunteers who donated a cumulative
27,000 hours last year! Each guest was
presented with a gift, and a handful
of lucky winners went home with fun
door prizes. In addition, Mother Judith
recognized several volunteers who have
retired after many years of service to the
Home. Joan Lippold, Andy and Ann
Zahren, and Ernie and Rita Gubser will
be greatly missed!

Volunteer Coordinator Valerie Beam with Sister Judith and volunteer retiree Joan Lippold.

Volunteer Spotlight
“It is very heartwarming and nice for
the Sisters to recognize the contributions
of all the volunteers,” explains Frank
Allen, volunteer in the Development
Office, as he struggled to find just the
right words to express his appreciation for
the Annual Volunteer Luncheon. “And, I
am so thankful there were no mushrooms
served,” Frank added jokingly.
“Joyful, friendly and compassionate are
just a few adjectives that could be used to
describe the over 70 volunteers who walk
through our doors on a daily basis. Of
course, I would be remiss if I did not add
diligent, dedicated and loyal to that list.

The Annual Volunteer Luncheon
provides an opportunity for the Little
Sisters, the employees and Residents
of the Home to formally express their
deepest gratitude, for friendships to
flourish amongst the volunteers, and to
celebrate God’s gift of ministering to the
elderly poor.

Peggy O’Neill, volunteer for over 20
From chopping vegetables in the kitchen,
years,
summed up the day best, “It was
to playing games with the Residents,
to organizing the Rummage Sale and plenty of fun!”
working in the offices our volunteers assist
If you are interested in volunteering
in every area of our Home,” reflected
individually
or with a group (perhaps
Sister Judith.
as a work place day of service or for
On Thursday April 6th, the Volunteer a class project) please contact our
Appreciation began with 11:00am Mass Volunteer Coordinator Valerie Beam
in honor of the volunteers and was at 412.307.1139 or volpittsburgh@
followed by a luncheon. The volunteers littlesistersofthepoor.org.
were treated to a delicious meal including
tender roast beef, tasty chicken breasts,
cod stuffed with crab, risotto, lasagna,
salad and specialty desserts.
The Sisters were on hand to convey

Motorcycles, Spaghetti & Rummage Sale
Save the date for the upcoming
summer events happening at the
home. On July 8th the Teamsters
Motorcycle club is once again
sponsoring a motorcycle ride to benefit
the Little Sisters. The ride begins
with registration at the Teamster
Temple in Lawrenceville at 10:00am
and concludes with a picnic lunch at
the Little Sisters’ home. All bikers are
welcome!
Come hungry to our annual Spaghetti

Dinner Saturday August 5th from
4:00pm-7:00pm. Enjoy an evening
of delicious food while helping the
Sisters in their mission. Adults are $8.00,
Seniors 65+ are $7.00 and kids 2-12 are
$5.00.
Lastly, get ready for our second and
final rummage sale of the year. August
10-12th from 10:00-4:00pm daily with
Saturday being bag day! Thank you for
your support of any of these events!

Volunteers enjoying lunch and door prizes!

Around Our Home

Volunteer Judy McConnell escorts Resident Dorothy Degonish through the Flower Show.

Spring Has Sprung

This Spring our Residents were treated to a trip to the Phipps’ Conservatory
Spring Flower Show: Enchanted Forest. More than a dozen Residents enjoyed a
tour of this captivating exhibit. From oversized mushrooms and frogs amongst
the tulips and poppies, to artificial cardinals perched on bright pink cherry tree
limbs, this trip included an array of vibrant spring blossoms and the awakening
of forest animals from the winter hibernation. The Residents enjoyed the
individually decorated display rooms depicting favorite spring scenes including
a large topiary snail resting in a bed of blossoms in the Serpentine Room, and
three topiary bears standing guard in front of their small woodland cottage. Our
Residents were some of the first guests to enjoy the beauty of over 71,000 bulbs
on display!
When the Residents returned to the home, they were treated to a delicious lunch
in the auditorium. This annual trip to the Phipps’ Spring Flower Show is always a
wonderful way to welcome the new season. Thanks to our generous benefactor who
donated tickets for the Residents, accompanying volunteers and activities staff!

On Air Talent

WDVE radio host Sean McDowell
recently invited the Little Sisters to his
studio for an interview. Sister Margaret,
the collecting Sister, and her companion,
Sister Monique, headed to the station to
record a thirty minute interview. Neither
party was entirely sure what to expect, but
the three quickly became new friends that
day. The full length interview aired on the
morning of Mother’s Day and the audio
recording can also be found on a blog on
our website. Thanks Sean for being so
welcoming to our Sisters!

Annamaria Milsop wearing her communion
dress during the May Crowning at the home

Mary’s Month
It is tradition in the Catholic faith to honor
Mary Mother of God during the month of May.
It has become common practice in the Western
world to show our affection towards Mary by
crowning her with a wreath of Spring flowers and
herbs. With this filial act of devotion, we honor
Mary as Queen of Heaven, Queen of Earth and
Queen of Peace. May Crowning also animates
the last Mystery of the Rosary, the Coronation
of Mary, which reminds us again that Mary is
our Queen who distributes many gifts, especially
the gift of peace.
On Saturday May 6th, the Little Sisters of the
Poor, Residents, friends and one beautiful ~ and
very excited ~ little girl continued this beloved
tradition of crowning Mary in their Gloria
Chapel. Annamaria Milsop, daughter of Little
Sisters’ employee Monica Milsop, prepared for
this day by learning to pray the Rosary. Now that
this day was finally here, Annamaria adorned
herself in her First Holy Communion dress
and was joined by Resident, Fran Todoroski,
to crown the Blessed Mother amongst songs of
praise and reverence.
“Annamaria has been coming to the home
since she was an infant. It was a wonderful
experience for her and the Residents to have her
crown Mary this year,” commented Sister Judith.
Although crowning Mary was a highlight
for Annamaria, “it was a nice prequel to the
next days’ event when she made her First Holy
Communion,” commented her mom, Monica

Sister Monique, Sean McDowell
and Sister Margaret

A Note From Mother
Dear Friends,
As I am writing this I am approaching a new chapter in my life. My term as Mother Superior and
Administrator of the Pittsburgh Little Sisters home has ended. Following our vow of obedience, I am
pleased to be returning to our home in Mobile, Alabama, a site where I once served nearly twenty years
ago.

Sister Judith Meredith, lsp,
Administrator and Mother
Superior of our home.

While I will miss all of the dear Residents, friends, staff and volunteers of the Pittsburgh home, I know
I am leaving you in good hands for two main reasons. First, I am happy to announce that Mother Mary
Vincent is returning to the home as the new Mother Superior and Administrator. She was previously
here from 2003-2011. She is a Pittsburgh native, having been raised in Homestead, PA and I know she
is overjoyed to follow God’s will by returning to the Burgh!
Secondly, I also know that God has built this home on Benton Avenue and has filled it with love. In
many ways this love extends from all the wonderful Pittsburghers near and far who generously support
our mission year after year. Without that continued support we, as Little Sisters, would have difficulty
providing for our Residents. During the last six years here one observation repeatedly emerged and that
was the Pittsburgh spirit of warmth and compassion toward others. I witnessed this in each donation we
received, in the impressive volunteer base who gave countless time and energy, and in the loving spirit
inside our home. Pittsburgh will always have a special place in my heart and I thank God for giving me
the last six years here.
As I begin a new journey in Alabama, I promise my continued prayers for everyone connected to the
Pittsburgh home and ask for yours in return as well. God bless you all!
				

Gratefully in prayer,

Modern Ways to Help
As it was from the beginning, the Little
Sisters of the Poor rely solely on Divine
Providence to provide for their financial
needs. When our Pittsburgh home was
first established in 1872, the Sisters
had no other opportunities but to beg
for assistance. Today, the Little Sisters
continue their tradition of begging in
addition to taking advantage of giving
opportunities in the modern world.
Friends and benefactors of the Little
Sisters of the Poor can go to our website
www.littlesistersofthepoorpittsburgh.
org and find three easy on-line giving
opportunities:
•WeShare–provides an opportunity
to make a general online donation, a
donation in honor or in memory of a
person, to fund a need of the Home, or

purchase some of last year’s Christmas
Cards designed by a Little Sister.
•Double the Donation–a few simple
clicks on this widget will help you
search and obtain a matching gift from
participating employers which could
greatly increase your support of the Little
Sisters
•DAF Direct–combine the most favorable
tax benefits to support the Little Sisters!
(As long as your Donor Advised Fund
sponsor organization is participating.)
For more information on how
you can give more in the modern
world, go to our website at www.
littlesistersofthepoorpittsburgh.org or
call us at (412) 307-1268 to learn more
specifically how you can help the Sisters
fulfill their loving mission.

The horse and buggy from years ago that the Sisters
used to collect donations for their Residents until the
mid 1900s.

You can help keep us going by
remembering our
home in your will.

Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoorpittsburgh.org

