LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR
Serving the elderly poor in Pittsburgh since 1872

Mission Statement
Continuing the work
of Saint Jeanne Jugan,
our MISSION is
to offer the neediest
elderly of every race
and religion a home
where they will be
welcomed as Christ,
cared for as family
and accompanied with
dignity until God calls
them to himself.

Sister Claire reads to Resident Dorothy Reid a Mother’s Day card that was received from her daughter.
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Jubilee Year of Mercy
“Let us open our eyes and see the misery
of the world, the wounds of our brothers
and sisters who are denied their dignity, and
let us recognize that we are compelled to
heed their cry for help! May we reach out to
them and support them so they can feel the
warmth of our presence, our friendship and
our fraternity!” excerpt from Pope Francis’s
publication “The Face of Mercy.”
Our Holy Father’s dedication of this year as
a Jubilee Year of Mercy, has opened the Holy
Door for each of us to apply the many facets
of mercy to all of God’s children—from the
youngest to those in their twilight years!
Throughout this year we are all encouraged
to share in expressions and works of mercy
with one another.
Saint Jeanne Jugan, our Mother Foundress,
understood the meaning of mercy when
she opened her “door” to those who needed
comfort and love in their darkest time. One
of the great gifts Saint Jeanne left us was a

very practical guide to living mercy. Acts of
mercy are an every day occurrence here at
the Little Sisters. From feeding the hungry
and clothing the poor, to sharing love and
concern with thoughtful attentiveness to all
of our elderly Residents, mercy fills our home
and guides our mission day in and day out.
Just as the Holy Father proclaims to us in his
exhortation, the gift of our presence and the
warmth of our friendship is itself an act of
mercy to one another.
We invite you to join us, Little Sisters and
our elderly Residents, in doing simple acts
of mercy throughout this year. Perhaps you
could offer positive words of encouragement,
compliment a friend or listen to a family
member with patience and love. God
encounters us through little acts of love that
are all around us. By showing mercy to one
another we can become more aware of God’s
mercy for us and experience His love more
deeply in our own personal lives.

Little Sisters of the Poor

Dancing Dorothys: Residents Dorothy Degonish and Dorothy Rolek dance while Father John sings.

LSP’s Got Talent
A full auditorium was on hand for the
first ever “LSP’s Got Talent” talent show.
Residents, employees and volunteers were
asked to share their God given talents
with the rest of the home. Once again the
activities department produced a top notch
show that entertained everyone!
The ukulele club started off the show
with two crowd favorites: Polish song
“Moja Droga” and “Hot Diggity.” Then the
Resident bell choir accompanied employee
Monica Milsop singing “Somewhere Over
the Rainbow.” Kathy Wyzkoski, the home’s
beautician, also shared her singing talents

with us. Our very own Resident Raffaela
Salvagna, 98 years young, sang “Mama”
in her native Italian, a performance that
ended with standing ovation!
Beyond the singing acts there was a
poetry reading by volunteer Christy
Zaharko and volunteer Ken Kretchun
impressed onlookers with two Irish bag
pipes jigs. Father John Geinzer, the home’s
chaplain, sang a classic hit “Darktown
Strutter Ball” as Residents Dorothy
Degonish, Dorothy Rolek, and Maddie
Pinkerton danced. St. Michael’s household,
led by Sister Dorothy, performed a great

rendition of “Happy Trails.” Volunteer
Joe Moran, accompanied by activities
employees Michael Wach and Karen
Jasko, sang “I Saw the Light.” Resident
Pauline Zaffina entertained the room
with “Que Sera-Sera” and Resident Ruth
Blaney gave the crowd an excellent take
on “Old Man River.” Dancing in the
rain were Residents Mary Bartholomew,
Nena Kochmar, and Patricia Hartung to
Pittsburgh native Gene Kelly’s “Singing
in the Rain.” The show ended with a
powerful performance of “I Can Only
Imagine,” by the activities staff. Resident
emcee Pat Heckel introduced each act
and Resident jokesters, Dick Hartung
and Buzz Pinkerton spouted off knee
slapping jokes that kept the audience
laughing during act transitions.
“Performing in front of others is not
always an easy task. You could sense the
feeling of accomplishment and pride in
all of the participants after completing a
show like this! It was a great opportunity
for many here in the home to share
their talents with the rest of our family.
Kudos to all who helped contribute to
this entertaining show. LSP really does
have talent!” shared Sister Judith as she
thanked everyone for the wonderful
afternoon they spent together.

Save the Dates for Summer Events
Just like your summer plans, ours here at the
home are full with many activities. Between
the fun picnics, parties and outings for the
Residents, we have some events we would
like to invite you to attend. First, the annual
Teamsters Motorcycle Ride for the Little
Sisters will be Saturday July 16th. Any
bikers are welcome to participate. For
more information contact Lenny Boyd at
724-898-3058. The next Rummage Sale
is Thursday, August 18th until Saturday
August 20th 10:00am to 4:00pm daily.

You never know what treasure you will find
from clothing to furniture to jewelry. Come
and check it out.
Mark your calendars for Saturday August
27th for our annual Spaghetti Dinner
from 4:00pm-7:00pm. Take-out is available
and tickets are sold at the door only at a
cost of $8.00 per adult, $7.00 per senior
(65 plus) or $6.00 per child ages 2-12. Gift
Baskets will be raffled off as well. For more
information call (412) 307-1100. Please join
us for any of these events!

Residents Mary Bartholomew and
Nena Kochmar dance with their
umbrellas to “Singing in the Rain.”

Around Our Home

Volunteers Rita Leoni, Linda Novak, Joan Lippold
with Sister Marguertie at the luncheon.

Volunteer Luncheon

Order of Malta members Brian Tarquinio, Diana Rockey, and Tony
Barna with Sister Mary Ellen and Sister Margaret Mary.

Begging in Style
The local Order of Malta visited the home at Christmas time to bake cookies with
the Residents. While here, they asked the Sisters if there were any projects that the
members could help with. Sister Margaret, the collecting sister, knew right away
that she was in need of a new begging van to help her with the multiple pick-ups
of food and donations she or her driver completes throughout the week. Members
of the Order of Malta pooled together funds to purchase and customize a new
begging van for the home. This new vehicle is very much appreciated and will help
the Sisters continue to collect donations for the elderly poor living at their home.

Memorial Golf Outing
John Stoehr was a
dedicated volunteer in the
Social Services department
for
many
years
who
passed away suddenly last
December. He was known
to his many friends and
family for two things: his
appreciation for the mission
of the Little Sisters and his
love of golf. After his death
his friends, family, and
Sister Marguerite gets a ride on a golf
cart with one of the golfers.
neighbors thought the best
way to honor John’s memory was to merge the two things that he was passionate
about and planned the John Stoehr Memorial Golf Outing to benefit the Little
Sisters’ mission. On a recent Monday in May, over 100 people gathered to play
golf, break bread and share their memories of John. With the help of the Sisters’
prayers, the rain held off for the entire day and a full round of golf was enjoyed.
Nearly $4,500 was raised for the home. Many thanks to the Stoehr family and
John’s many friends who worked so hard to make this tribute a reality!

When St. Jeanne Jugan founded the
congregation of the Little Sisters of the Poor,
she envisioned a home where everyone worked
together to care for the elderly in need. This spirit
continues to be alive throughout all of the Sisters
homes worldwide. One of the best examples
of working together for the betterment of the
elderly is our committed group of volunteers.
This past April our home had the pleasure of
honoring these 150 plus people who selflessly
give their time and talents to help our mission.
The day began with Mass offered for the needs
and intentions of all the volunteers. This was
followed by a delicious meal prepared by our
kitchen staff and continued as Sister Judith and
all Little Sisters pulled door prizes for those in
attendance. No one left empty-handed as every
volunteer received a gift from the home.
Throughout the entire day you heard “thank
yous” over and over again from not only the
Sisters and staff thanking the volunteers, but also
in return from the volunteers for this unsought
special attention. None of the volunteers are
motivated by this recognition or the annual
luncheon, but rather volunteer because they care
deeply about the Sisters’ mission, their home,
and the elderly in their care.
“If you have a desire to help your fellow man
and time to contribute, I am certain we can find
something for you to do here in our home. From
visiting with the Residents, to escorting them to
doctors, to helping in our kitchen or one of our
offices—there is literally something for everyone.
We are so grateful to all of our volunteers for
their commitment and dedication!” remarked
Sister Judith.
If you are interested in volunteering please
contact Valerie Beam at 412.307.1139 or
volpittsburgh@littlesistersofthepoor.org.

A Note From Mother
Dear Friends,
I wanted to share with you a most humbling event that I recently experienced. In May, the Little
Sisters of the Poor were honored to receive the “Caritas Award for Service” at the annual Bishop’s
Dinner for Catholic Charities of Pittsburgh. It was a wonderful affair and through the generosity of
several benefactors we were able to have many Little Sisters and Residents attend the dinner.

Sister Judith Meredith, lsp,
Administrator and Mother
Superior of our home.

During the evening Bishop David Zubik spoke eloquently about our mission and how we, the Little
Sisters, act out of charity to serve others in the name of Jesus. All of my fellow Little Sisters were truly
humbled by this testament to our mission. As I received the award I reminded the audience that our
mission would not be possible without the support of our generous friends and benefactors. Saint
Jeanne Jugan, our Mother Foundress, often asked friends to help her in her work encouraging them to
give food, clothing and necessities so that Jeanne could provide the day to day care for the elderly she
took in. Her ways continue today as we go out and ask our local community for support. You are an
essential part of this home with every donation given to help provide for the Residents.
When I accepted this award I did so knowing that it would give me the opportunity to formally
recognize our dear friends and supporters in a very public way! So for those not present that evening
thank you for all that you do for us and please know I can only repay your goodness through constant
and grateful prayer. Everyone involved in our mission is remembered in a special way in daily my
prayers and those of all the Little Sisters at our home here in Pittsburgh. God bless!
Gratefully in prayer,

Here’s How to Help
Many times we meet people who ask,
“how can I help?” We respond “in any
way you can” and we honestly mean
that. Operating a nursing home for
the elderly poor requires the help of
many in small and large ways. Whether
you give a monetary gift, a donation
of food or supplies, or the donation
of your time through volunteering,
the Little Sisters, here at 1028 Benton
Avenue, and their elderly Residents are
ready to accept your kindness.
Here are some specific ways you can
help the Little Sisters further their
mission. Monetary gifts are a blessing
and help the home operate as over
50% of the operating budget is raised
from donations. Gifts can be offered
to honor a milestone like a birthday
or anniversary or to memorialize a
deceased friend or loved one. Either
use the enclosed return envelope
and gift slip or visit our website www.
littlesistersofthepoorpittsburgh.org.

With the summer season upon us you
may wish to make more room in your
garage or driveway. Consider donating
your used vehicle to the Little Sisters
through the “Vehicles for Charity”
program by calling toll free 1-866-6282277 or visiting www.vehiclesforcharity.
org and note that your donation is for
the Little Sisters in Pittsburgh.
Don’t forget that if you are 70 ½ or older
and able to share a portion of your
annual withdrawal from IRA, the Little
Sisters is a qualified charity to accept
it. The 2016 IRA rollover allows donors
to give nontaxable donations directly
from their IRA. See your financial
advisor for more information.
Contact Kathleen Bowser in the
Development Office if you have
any questions at (412) 307-1268 or
adevpittsburgh@littlesistersofthepoor.
org. Thank you!

Although their transportation has certainly changed
since 1872 when the Little Sisters began begging in a
horse and buggy, their mission remains the same today.

You can help keep us going by
remembering our
home in your will.

Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoorpittsburgh.org

