LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR
Serving the elderly poor in Pittsburgh since 1872

Mission Statement
Continuing the work

of Saint Jeanne Jugan,
our MISSION is
to offer the neediest
elderly of every race
and religion a home
where they will be
welcomed as Christ,
cared for as family
and accompanied with
dignity until God calls
them to himself.
Resident Pat Schmitt presents Sister Mary Vincent with flowers at her welcome back reception in the lobby.

Welcome Back, Again!
Save the Dates:
 September 28-30
Fall & Christmas
Boutique
 October 14
Spaghetti Dinner
4-7pm
 November 4-17
Airport Collecting
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It is with great pleasure that we welcome
back Sister Mary Vincent Mannion to our
Little Sisters of the Poor home in Brighton
Heights. A Pittsburgh native herself, Sister
Mary Vincent served as administrator at our
home prior to her most recent assignment
in Indianapolis. Her smiling face, gentle
demeanor and past experience here in
Pittsburgh will ensure a smooth transition.
While here from 2002-2011 she led
the campaign to build the nursing home
building, open the Jeanne Jugan Apartments
and renovate the 1923 James Wall Building.
There is literally not a space in this home
where she has not left her mark.
Sister Mary Vincent brings with her a
wealth of experience and compassion for the
elderly poor. She is a licensed practical nurse
and administrator, and has a master’s degree
in health care administration. Previous to
her service in Indianapolis and Pittsburgh,
she had administration roles in New Jersey,

Louisiana, and parts of New England.
Sister
Mary
Vincent
graciously
recognizes the dedication and countless
hours contributed by the home’s staff and
volunteers as partners in ministering to the
elderly poor. Sister believes strongly in God’s
providence and protection over the poor.
Her deep devotion to Mary, St. Joseph and
the foundress of Little Sisters of the Poor, St.
Jeanne Jugan, have been guiding lights in
her ministry.
To celebrate her June arrival Residents
in the Ukulele club performed Pittsburgh
themed songs and Resident Anne Brennen
even dressed as a leprechaun as a nod to
Sister’s Irish heritage. Mother Provincial,
all of the Little Sisters in Pittsburgh, and
an auditorium full of Residents and friends
of the home welcomed her with cake and
flowers. May God continue to bless you
Sister Mary Vincent as you lead this home!

Little Sisters of the Poor
look like a vintage Chevy and a Mustang
were parked in the side yard. Residents,
volunteers and staff dressed up in clothing
from the era and the room was decorated
in 50s style with pop culture images from
the fabulous fifties lining the walls.

Residents John and Edie Creedon pose with Mickey Mouse Ears for a photo during the Fabulous Fifties.

Summertime Surprises
This summer was full of special activities
for the Little Sisters of the Poor Residents.
No matter what your age summertime is
a special time of year filled with activities
that remind us of our youth. One of the
biggest celebrations each year is Residents’
Day, which was held in July. The theme
for the day was everyone’s favorite
decade—the 1950s. After the Residents
were treated to special meals for breakfast

and lunch and their intentions were
remembered at the daily 11:00am Mass,
the time had come for the big afternoon
party.
The auditorium had been transformed
to a 1950s scene complete with a replica
Howdy Doody, hula hoops, and cardboard
cut out of classic cars reminiscent of the
past. Two golf carts that were made to

Each nursing home Resident was paired
with an employee or volunteer to be sure
they visited all of the themed stations
including the “photobooth” for a photo
keepsake, the Mr Potato Head building
competition, and the mock “drive in.” To
complete the fun a DeeJay played tunes
from the ‘50s and mini slider hamburgers,
malts and floats were served (without a
waitress on roller skates).
We are so blessed to have the staff
and volunteers that make a day like this
possible for our Residents. The smiles on
their faces that afternoon made the effort
worthwhile.
“I know Saint Jeanne Jugan would be
pleased with these efforts. It is a real joy to
not only make the Residents happy, but to
also encourage them to reminisce of their
younger days during the fabulous fifties!,”
remarked Sister Mary Vincent.

Holy Hour for Vocations—Power of Prayer
With this year being the 100th
anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima,
we are reminded of the power of
prayer, sacrifice and adoration of
the Lord. Every third Sunday of
the month Chaplain Father John
Geinzer, all of the Little Sisters and
many of their Residents gather in the
home’s chapel for a Vocation Holy
Hour and Eucharistic Adoration. The
Little Sisters would like to extend an
invitation to you, our dear friends
and benefactors, to join them for this
prayerful hour. Religious vocations

are a beautiful way to answer the
Lord’s call to serve Him by caring for
others. Our religious Brothers and
Sisters can be the light that “wakes up
the world!” according to Pope Francis.
The remaining Holy Hour for Vocations
for this year are as follows: Sundays
September 17th, October 15th,
November 19th, and December 17th
all starting at 4:00pm. Please join us
either at our home or remotely from
your own home for these important
moments of prayer.
Resident Eva Diaz says the rosary in front of
the Blessed Mother statue in the Grotto.

Around Our Home

Volunteers Ray Z. and his daughter Christy Z.

Volunteer Spotlight
Resident Raffaela Salvagna with her 100th birthday cake.

100 Years and Counting
1917 was a time of turmoil in the world as World War I was in full swing and
life was quite different compared to today’s modern standards. It was also the year
of Resident Raffaela Salvagna’s birth. She was born in the town of Monteleone di
Puglia, Italy in June 1917. Later she moved with her American husband to New
York. This year her birthday was celebrated first with Mass said by her only son
Father Michael Salvagna, a Passionist priest, and then followed by a special lunch
with family including her only daughter Phyllis. After having a brief rest, Raffaela
attended a performance by an accordion player who performed the “classics” from
the old country. Raffaela, who has always loved music was able to sing along with
many of the tunes. Fellow Residents, friends, Sisters and family joined her as she
blew out the candles on her delicious birthday cake. It was a joyous event 100 years
in the making!

A Big-Hearted Birthday
On Saturday June 25, a wonderful little
surprise walked through the doors of our
home. Nine year old Sofia, accompanied
by her parents, Veronica and Jorge, came
to the Little Sisters of the Poor to deliver a
very special donation.

Ray worked at Giant Eagle, a local grocery
store, for years and would often help the
collecting Sister load up the begging van with
donated produce and meat. He was impressed
by how happy the Sisters always were and shared
his impressions with his daughter Christy. She
was looking for something to do and decided to
become a volunteer at the home. More than 10
years later Christy is a regular. Every Saturday,
Sunday and Monday Christy runs bingo in
one of the nursing households. She also helps
to serve the noon meal. Over the years she has
grown close to many Residents and recalls that
some of her favorites are in Heaven. “Spending
time with the Residents has been a wonderful
part of my journey,” remarked Christy.
After seeing his daughter enjoying volunteering,
Ray knew where to go once he officially retired.
Last year, Ray started helping in the yard of the
home; gardening, cutting grass and weeding as
needed. He loves working in solitude and outside
was the best place for him. He also occasionally
helps indoors with decorating for Christmas.
For Ray as he ages he realizes material things go
away and sees what is really important in life and
that is helping others.

For Sofia’s 9th birthday party, she did
not ask for gifts for herself, but requested
donations to help the elderly poor Residents
at the Little Sisters. Sofia graciously made
this donation in memory of her grandfather,
“Abu” Pepe.
When Sofia delivered her generous
birthday donation to our home on
Benton Avenue, she was greeted by a very
appreciative Sister Mary Vincent, and given
a guided tour of our home.

There are many volunteers who give up their
personal time to help the Sisters in their mission.
Husbands and wives, brothers and sisters and
even fathers and daughters volunteer together at
the Home. One such duo is Christy Z. and her
dad Ray Z.

“Christy and Ray have surely had an impact
on our home even though both try to avoid the
spotlight. It is through their simple acts and the
many other acts of our volunteers that we are
able to provide a loving home for our Residents.”
commented Sister Mary Vincent.
Sister Mary Vincent warmly
receives the gifts from Sofia.

A Note From Mother
Dear Friends,
As you can tell from the content of this newsletter, we have had an exciting summer here at our
home. There has been so much going on, from Religious Jubilee celebrations to outings at the Pirates
Game and the Gateway Clipper Cruise to picnics on the porch. There truly is no shortage of activities
at this home.

Sister Mary Vincent Mannion,
lsp, Administrator and Mother
Superior of our home.

One of the greatest events this past summer was the recent celebration of the Feast of Saint Jeanne
Jugan, our Mother Foundress. Every August 30th we take time as Little Sisters and Residents to
remember her role in our lives. Her simple act of caring for an elderly blind woman who was begging
on the streets of France led to the establishment of a network of homes for the aged poor throughout
the world. As we paused to recognize her importance we also paused to thank you our dear friends
with our prayers of gratitude. Just as Jeanne Jugan thanked her benefactors over 175 years ago, we
thank you for helping to make the events of this summer and the everyday happenings in each season
a memorable one for the Residents living with us.
For me it is a true pleasure to be back in Pittsburgh once again. Having grown up here and being
previously assigned as the Pittsburgh Mother Superior years ago, I am not surprised by the strong
support of our many friends. I thank you for your continued kindness toward our mission and
promise the prayers of the Little Sisters and our dear elderly Residents. Together we can accomplish
great things and I look forward to working with you. May God bless you and your family with peace
and love.
				

Gratefully in prayer,

It’s Easy to Help
The Little Sisters mission of caring for
the elderly poor of Pittsburgh would
not continue as it has over the last 145
years without your support. You, as
our donor and friend, are an integral
partner in our work. Although you may
not be physically here to work with us
every day, you are at our side caring for
each Resident through your financial
support. Here are some ways you can
help:

Resources department to determine if
you can support our home in this way.

Each Fall the United Way and employee
giving campaigns are launched. Our
Contributor Choice code for the United
Way of Allegheny County is 244,
Combined Federal Campaign Code for
federal employees is 47173 and State
Employee Combined Appeal number
is 4601-0017. Check with your Human

Gifts of support through check, cash,
stock, or online transactions are always
appreciated. Contact Kathleen Bowser
in the Development Office if you have
any questions on ways to support
the Little Sisters at (412) 307-1268 or
adevpittsburgh@littlesistersofthepoor.
org. Thank you!

If you are 70 ½ or older and able
to share a portion of your annual
withdrawal from IRA, the Little Sisters
is a qualified charity to accept it. The
2017 IRA rollover allows donors to give
nontaxable donations directly from
their IRA. See your financial advisor for
more information.
Collecting Sister, Sister Margaret Mary with her helper
Sister Monique unloading the begging van.

You can help keep us going by
remembering our home in your will.

Special Kitchen request for salad dressings (any kind), Crispy Rice cereal and jellies (any flavor).
Please drop them off at the home if possible.
Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoorpittsburgh.org

