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Th e Mardi Gras Ball was back. 
After a two year hiatus due to 
the challenges of the Covid-19 
pandemic, our Ball was back this 
year. Nursing home and apartment 
Residents came together in the 
auditorium for an evening of food, 
dancing and celebrations! It was a 
joy to see everyone dressed to the 
nines and having a great time.

Students from the Newman Club 
at the University of Pittsburgh and 
from Duquesne University were on 
hand to escort the Mardi Gras court 
and dance the night away.  

Th is year’s King and Queen are 
apartment Residents Chuck and 
Carol Massucci. Th ey have lived 
here in the home for over 10 years 
and will be celebrating their 64th 
wedding anniversary later this year. 
Carol and Chuck were presented 
with ceremonial keys to the Home 
by Mother Mary Vincent. After 
announcing the Mardi Gras motto 

“Let the Good Times Roll,” dancing 
and revelry ensued with entertaining 
music by local DJ Greg Sovek.

 Th e celebrations continued on 
“Fat Tuesday” with fresh beignets 
in the morning followed by an 
indoor hallway parade led by the 
Pittsburgh's Dixie Band. 

“Times like these, when Residents, 
Sisters, staff  and volunteers can 
come together and celebrate, are 
so treasured in our Home. We 
really missed it the last few years,” 
remarked Mother Mary Vincent, 
Administrator.

Mardi Gras Ball Returns

King and Queen of Mardi Gras—Apartment Residents Carol and Chuck Massucci.
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Mother General Celine with Mother Mary Vincent and Resident Isabelle DeFazio 
during her 2006 visit to Pittsburgh.

FATHER LELIEVRE

On December 3, 2022, the Little 
Sisters received word that Mother 
Celine de la Visitation, who had 
served as Superior General from 
1996 to 2015, had passed away 
peacefully at the motherhouse in 
France. Mother Celine, known to 
the Little Sisters for many years 
as “Mère," the French word for 
Mother, was the fi rst non-French 
Superior General.  

 Born in San Francisco in 1938, 
she volunteered at the Little Sisters’ 
Home there as a young girl. She 
made her fi rst vows at our novitiate 
in New York in 1958 and was sent 
to Baltimore, where she completed 
nursing studies. She made her fi nals 
vows at the motherhouse in 1963 
and was sent back to Baltimore.  

 In November 1969 Mother 
Celine she was named Superior 
of the Baltimore Home. She was 
named Superior of our Home in 
St. Louis in 1973 and then fulfi lled 

the same role in Denver for several 
months in 1976, until she was 
elected to the General Council on 
September 9, 1976. 

 Mother Celine served as a 
Mother Assistant, eventually 
fulfi lling the role of Vicar General, 
until her election as Mother 
General in 1996. During her 
time as Superior General she 
worked diligently to advance the 
canonization process of Jeanne 
Jugan, attending the canonization 
in 2009 along with several 
thousand pilgrims from across the 
world. 

 As Superior General Mother 
Celine visited as many Homes 
around the world as possible. In 
the summer of 2006 she visited us 
Pittsburgh to the delight of many. 
During her brief visit she graciously 
spent time with each Resident, 
Sister and employee. 

Mother Celine, lsp

Father Ernest Lelievre was a 
French priest who grew up in a 
prominent household. He gave up a 
career in law to enter the Seminary 
in Rome. As a contemporary of 
Saint Jeanne Jugan, he had many 
occasions to work with her during 
the early days of the Congregation. 
He dedicated his life to expanding 
the mission of the Little Sisters. 

Father Lelievre accompanied 
many Little Sisters to the post-Civil 
War United States to begin the 
challenging work of establishing 
homes in major American cities. 
He used his law education and his 
priestly vocation to work with local 
bishops and navigate partnerships 
with benefactors. Within fi ve years 
Father had helped the Sisters open 
13 Homes, including ours here in 
Pittsburgh, his fi nal one in America. 
Weeks after his arrival in Pittsburgh 
in May of 1872, Father wrote 
to the Motherhouse, “Th is last 
house of our Sisters in Pittsburgh 
seems destined to do as well as its 
predecessors.”

Th e Little Sisters owe a debt of 
gratitude to Father Lelievre and 
are working to have his holiness 
recognized. We pray that his 
works of mercy on Earth and his 
intercession now will lead to his 
future beatifi cation. If you would 
like to join us in prayer to Father 
Lelievre please contact us for his 
prayer card at (412) 307-1100. 
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Mangia Mangia—Everyone enjoying a take-
out meal.

Best of the Best in 2022
Last fall we received word from Trib Total Media that 

our Home was nominated as a “Best of the Best” in the 
nursing home category. Voting was held December 8th! 
All the Little Sisters viewed the date as providential and 
odds were good that we might receive this recognition. 
Sure enough later in December it was announced that our 
home was indeed voted the Best of the Best nursing home, 
Community Choice Awards.

“It is a true honor since it comes from the people in 
the community. While we strive to always do our best 
for the Residents, this award shows that others recognize 
the importance of our work” commented Mother Mary 
Vincent, as she shared the news at the staff  Christmas 
party.

Perhaps you feel a calling to join us as an employee or 
volunteer. We know this work of caring for the elderly 
cannot be accomplished alone. Visit our website or call 
us at (412) 307-1100 to see our available openings so 
that our home can continue to be Best of the Best for our 
Residents.

Dining In with Olive Garden

Resident Frances Todorowski is served by 
Activities Director Karen Jasko.

Sister Amy serving Residents.

In our last newsletter we 
requested gift  cards to Olive 
Garden or local pizza places. Prior 
to the pandemic the activities 
department would take the 
Residents Dining Out each month. 
Since this was stopped for health 
and safety concerns, we started 
bringing meals in to our Residents 
for a Dining In experience. 

Many of you responded with 
Olive Garden gift  cards as 
Christmas gift s. During the month 
of January each week a diff erent 
nursing home household placed 
their Olive Garden orders. Th en 
activities staff  retrieved the “to-go” 
meals (including soup or salad 
with breadsticks). In St. Michael’s 
household Supervisor Sister Amy 

even off ered wine to the Residents 
to amplify the dining experience. 
A big thank you to those who 
helped make these special meals 
possible. We are hopeful to resume 
dining out later in the year but will 
continue to accept gift  cards to 
off er these take outs meals to the 
Residents of the nursing home.
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MOTHER’S MESSAGE

Dear Friends,
Every day I am humbled by your 

generosity. You enable our Residents 
to experience such happiness during 
their twilight years through your 
continued support. Th is mission 
requires the help of many. Let’s 
rejoice together for all that we have 
accomplished for the elderly!

In a home this large and a 
building this age, we have many 
projects on the horizon. One of 
the most expensive and challenging 
currently is our need for new 
windows throughout our Home. 
As you can imagine a project of this 
scale will take funds, coordination 
and patience. Perhaps you will 
consider helping to ease our burden 
by contributing to help us tackle 
this important undertaking. Please 
check the “windows” box on the 
enclosed slip so we know how to 
direct your gift.

Th e Residents in the nursing 
home and apartments will certainly 
appreciate new, functioning 
windows that will allow sunshine 
and light to brighten their rooms 
and their days. In return for 
your generosity, we promise our 
continued prayers of gratitude. 
Th ank you and may God bless you 
and your loved ones!

OUR MISSION
Continuing the work of Saint 

Jeanne Jugan, our MISSION 
is to off er the neediest elderly of 
every race and religion a home 
where they will be welcomed as 
Christ, cared for as family and 
accompanied with dignity until 
God calls them to himself.

Please help keep the 
Little Sisters going by 

remembering us in your 
will or estate plans.

SAVE THE DATES

Resident Gloria McNabb works on a ceramic crucifi x, which will be available 
through our online sale along with many other unique Spring and Easter crafts.

Visit littlesistersofthepoorpittsburgh.org 
for details on any of the above.

 Now through April 21st                      
Spring Online Craft & 
Ceramics Sale

 May 13th Highmark Walk 
(see insert for details)                 



                     

 July 14-15th Rummage Sale

 September 24th Doo Wop 
Doctors Concert

{ }
How to Help

Please visit our website 
www.littlesistersoft hepoorpittsburgh.org or use the QR code below 
for more information on how to make a gift  online or to view our 

current Wishlist.
IRA News—Th e Little Sisters of the Poor are an eligible charity to 
accept your Qualifi ed Charitable Distribution from your IRA. For 

those able, distributions made directly from your 
IRA to us will reduce your 2023 taxable income. 

Visit our website or call Kathleen Bowser at (412) 
307-1268 for more details on how you can help!


