
Save the Dates:

Mission Statement

Continuing the work 
of Saint Jeanne Jugan, 
our MISSION is 
to offer the neediest 
elderly of every race 
and religion a home 
where they will be 
welcomed as Christ, 
cared for as family 
and accompanied with 
dignity until God calls 
them to himself.
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 � Sept. 23-24 
Holiday Boutique

 � November 5-18 
Airport Collecting

 � December 3rd 
Turkey, Ham or 
Roast Drop

Around the World 
Volunteer Heather Saftner and employee Joe Moore help Resident Pat Schmitt play the Italian pizza dice game.

paczkis, a polish donut. The Jeanne Jugan 
Pavilion apartment dining room featured 
Sister Margaret’s famous Chinese menu. 

After these delicious meals Residents 
were encouraged to visit each country and 
complete a game or craft connected with 
that nationality. During this trip around 
the world Residents received tickets after 
completing the various games and crafts and 
then exchanged them for gifts from the prize 
table!

“The beauty of this event was that the 
entire home came together to celebrate the 
Residents and make this day extra special for 
them. While it is our mission to make our 
Residents happy every day, it is especially 
rewarding to have the staff and volunteers, 
even those who do not traditionally help with 
direct care, participate in this day honoring 
our dear Residents,” remarked Sister Judith, 
Administrator.

Drawing inspiration from the 2016 Rio 
Olympics, the “Little Sisters Travel Agency” 
invited Residents to tour the world without 
ever leaving home! This “trip” was made 
possible through the Nationality Festival 
Residents’ Day (no passports needed)!

Residents were paired up with a personal 
concierge that day. Either a Sister, volunteer 
or staff member escorted a Resident to the 
various countries represented through the 
five different households. For the noon meal 
Residents had the option of either dining in 
or taking out from any of the five different 
dining rooms. The theme on St. Michael’s unit 
was Germany with bratwursts, sauerkraut and 
potato pancakes. St. Anne’s was transformed 
into Italy with homemade lasagna, Mancini’s 
Italian bread and Italian ice. Sacred Heart was 
decorated in red, white, and blue representing 
America and served hamburgers & hot dogs 
and watermelon. Perpetual Help was Poland 
offering homemade pierogis, haluski, and 



Little Sisters of the Poor

The Rock-A-Thon made a triumphant 
return this year on June 4th. After a one 
year hiatus the event was back and better 
than ever! The goal this year was to raise 
funds for new boilers in the home. We 
surpassed our initial goal and raised nearly 
enough for two boilers! It was a rocking 
good time!  

With gratitude to our sponsors, 
including Event Sponsors: UPMC Health 
Plan and Huntington Bank we were happy 
to announce that $36,000 was raised! A 
cake auction featuring homemade cakes, 
a gift certificate balloon raffle, and a bake 

goods and fresh produce sale added to 
the total. Rockin’ tacos (the Little Sisters’ 
version of a taco in a bag) were a huge hit 
and sold out before the day was over.

The entertainment for the afternoon 
consisted of DJ Greg Sovek kicking off the 
event with some upbeat tunes, followed 
by Grammy nominated accordion 
player Kevin Solecki and completing 
the event, like he has done every year, 
was Pittsburgh’s best Elvis impersonator 
Don Obusek. Even Steelers mascot Steely 
McBeam made an appearance and had 
fun dancing with Residents and rockers!

At the end of the day the gift basket 
winners were drawn and Sister Judith was 
pleased to announce the two “winners” 
who had raised the most for the home. 
In the category of non-Resident, Carol 
McDonough, daughter of Resident 
Dorothy Rolek raised over $2,000! As 
for the Resident who raised the most, 
it was once again Machiko Seto! She 
reached out to friends high and low and 
personally raised about $2,500 for the 
Rock-A-Thon. 

In addition to the event sponsors, the 
Little Sisters are grateful to ProKnitware 
for the donation of t-shirts for the 
event as well as many other friends and 
businesses that donated gift certificates 
for our balloon raffle.

“Our Residents will be comfortable 
this winter knowing that our new boilers 
are installed and working well. We are 
grateful to all who contributed to the 
success of this event,” remarked Sister 
Judith. 

If you were not able to attend our 
Rock-A-Thon, but would like to donate 
toward the new boilers, please indicate 
that on the enclosed gift slip and return 
it with your donation. Thank you!

The auditorium full of Residents, volunteers, and friends rocking and dancing!

Rock-A-Thon Returns

Mark your calendars for two great 
upcoming events that benefit the Little 
Sisters home. First, is our annual Christmas 
Boutique on September 23rd and 24th 
from 10:00am-4:00pm. Fall and Christmas 
crafts, house decorations, wreaths, 
ceramics, house plants and jewelry will be 
on sale. Much of the items available were 
handcrafted at the home by Residents and 
volunteers and are considered truly one of 
kind.

Another great event will take place at 
Shepherd’s Gift shop located in the T-Bones 

shopping center on route 910 in Wexford. 
The owner of the store, Linda Wagner, is 
hosting a gift basket raffle in her store from 
September 20th to October 15th. 100% 
of the proceeds from the raffle will be 
donated to the Little Sisters. The final day 
of raffle will also be customer appreciation 
day at the store and a portion of all sales on 
October 15th will also be donated to the 
Little Sisters.

Please consider attending both of these 
great events which will benefit the mission 
of the Little Sisters.

Steely McBeam, Pittsburgh Steelers mascot, 
with Sister Monique and her terrible towel.

Save the Dates for Fall Events



Around Our Home

Linda Novak displays jewelry at the Rummage Sale.

We are so lucky in 
Pittsburgh to have many fun 
summertime activities close 
by. One highlight for most 
Pittsburghers is an outing 
to Kennywood, the local 
amusement park. Fortunately 
anyone in a wheel chair and 
their companion is admitted 
to Kennywood free of charge 
on a particular day each 
summer. A large group of 
Residents, Sisters, staff and 

Outing to Kennywood

Patriotic Sing-a-Long
The fourth of July is a time to pause and recognize our freedoms. For the 

Residents of our home, the morning of this year’s July 4th was a perfect time 
to come together as a group and celebrate this nation. The day began with 
a ceremonial flag raising with Father John Geinzer, our chaplain and former 
naval chaplain, dressed in his naval uniform. Then a patriotic sing a long 
followed in the front parking lot under the newly raised flag. Residents, staff 
and volunteers proudly wore their red, white, and blue. Of course the holiday 
was not complete without a huge cook out in the auditorium and adjoining 
porch. Many of the Residents, members of the greatest generation, know 
firsthand the struggles endured preserving America’s freedom.

Residents Anne Dolansky and Ruth 
Rudolph ride the carousel.

Volunteer Spotlight
Linda Novak spent most of her career working 

at Allegheny General Hospital as the chief nurse 
executive and then in Human Resources. Shortly 
after retiring a few years back, Linda’s mother 
was in need of help so Linda spent many days 
each week with her. When her mother passed 
away in April 2014 Linda had some spare time 
and knew it was time to look for a volunteer 
position. Around the same time her teenage 
granddaughter was also looking for a place to 
volunteer as part of a school project. Together, 
they applied to become volunteers here in our 
home.

Linda, who lives in the same neighborhood as 
the home, had always known about the Little 
Sisters. In fact, during her career at Allegheny 
General she encountered many co-workers 
whose first jobs were working for the Sisters. 
Everyone she ever met who had been employed 
at the home always spoke highly of the Little 
Sisters. Linda and her granddaughter knew from 
the start that this is where they both wanted to 
volunteer.

For the last few years, Linda has helped with 
activities and special outings on a regular basis.  
She also helps other volunteers to prepare jewelry 
for the rummage sale. She says her favorite part of 
volunteering is being with the Residents. Sitting 
and talking to them about their life experiences 
and memories is a real joy for Linda. As a nurse 
by profession she marvels at the care provided 
at the home. “There is such love, respect and 
compassion toward each Resident that is above 
and beyond anywhere else I’ve seen. Not only do 
the Sisters act this way but so do the staff and 
other volunteers. I receive more from the time I 
volunteer than I give,” shared Linda.

Thank you Linda and all of our wonderful 
volunteers for all you do for our home and 
Residents!

Residents decked out in red, white, and blue for a sing-a-long on the morning of the 4th.

volunteers signed up to go on this adventure. Everyone was able to re-live    
Kennywood memories from their past and also had time to make some new 
ones! The group enjoyed a ride on the train and some even ventured to the 
antique carousel which hasn’t changed in years! After dining on some of the 
amusement park’s famous cuisine and strolling through the park taking in all 
the sights and sounds, it was time to head home. It was a wonderful outing for 
all who attended.



A Note From Mother

Sister Judith Meredith, lsp, 
Administrator and Mother 
Superior of our home.

Each fall many employer sponsored 
giving campaigns begin. If you work 
at a company that participates in 
the United Way contributor choice 
program, please consider directing 
a gift to the Little Sisters. Our United 
Way of Allegheny County code is 244.  
If you live outside the Pittsburgh area, 
you may still be able to contribute 
through the United Way in your region 
by checking with your employer. The 
Combined Federal Campaign also kicks 
off every fall. Any federal employee 
may contribute to the Little Sisters of 
the Poor home in Pittsburgh, no matter 
where you live and work. Our specific 
code is 47173. State employees can 
also direct payroll giving here through 
the SECA program and our code is 
4601-0088.

September 21st will be the second 
installment of the “Day of Giving” 
through The Pittsburgh Foundation.  
Gifts can be made through www.
pittsburghgives.org on September 

21st. If you prefer giving online you 
may wish to give anytime at www.
littlesistersofthepoorpittsburgh.org

There is still time to act for the 2016 
IRA Charitable Rollover program. If 
you are 70 ½ or older and able to share 
a portion of your annual withdrawal 
from your IRA, the Little Sisters is a 
qualified charity to accept it. The 2016 
IRA rollover allows donors to give 
nontaxable donations directly from 
their IRA. See your financial advisor for 
more information.

Any gift you give will remain right 
here in our home in Pittsburgh. Every 
dollar donated helps the Little Sisters 
to care for the elderly poor living here. 
If you have any questions about any 
of the above giving opportunities 
please contact Kathleen Bowser in 
the Development Office at (412) 
307-1268 or adevpittsburgh@
littlesistersofthepoor.org. Thank you!

It’s Easy to Help

Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoorpittsburgh.org

Sister Margaret Mary, our collecting sister, with her 
companion Sister Monqiue unload the new begging van 
full of donated produce.

You can help keep us going by 
remembering our 
home in your will.

Dear Friends, 

As you can clearly see by most of the articles in this newsletter, our summer has been very busy! 
Our dear elderly Residents have had many wonderful experiences over the last few months. Some 
of the highlights not noted in these articles were a trip to a Pirates Game, an outing on the Gateway 
Clipper, an afternoon at the National Aviary, a night out to see the show South Pacific downtown, 
and a picnic in North Park. This does not include all of the top notch in-house activities prepared and 
carried out by our activities staff and volunteers. All of these opportunities that make our Residents 
happy in their twilight years would not occur without the support of our friends and benefactors, 
like yourself.

As our Mother Foundress, Saint Jeanne Jugan, often noted, the act of caring for the elderly poor 
was hers, but such work could only be accomplished with the help of our many benefactors. As we 
celebrated her Feast Day on August 30th at our home, we prayed for our mission and in doing so 
prayed for each and every one who has contributed to the care of our Residents in large and small 
ways! 

During this Year of Mercy, we are honored and blessed to continue our mission of mercy in caring 
for our elderly Residents with the same compassion and respect set forth by the example of Saint 
Jeanne Jugan. Thank you for your role in helping us to carry out this mission of making our Residents 
happy each and every day.

                          Gratefully in prayer,


