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 Quality Care Earns State Award

Compassionate care, the hallmark of the Little 
Sisters of the Poor, received recognition 

from the Pennsylvania Department of Aging. ! e 
EXCELLENCE IN QUALITY CARE AWARD, 
presented by Secretary John Michael Hall on January 
5th, acknowledged the Home’s elite care o# ered by the 
Sisters, sta#  and volunteers. Secretary Hall noted that 
this inaugural award is one of only 12 awarded in the 
state. In addition, it makes the Home eligible for a 
$40,000 grant.

! e prestigious award recognizes the Home for 
attaining the highest standards of excellence in 
managing a nursing home and for providing an 
exceptionally high level of care. “We are happy to 
shine a light where praise is deserved,” Secretary Hall 
said. In addition, he noted that a core of values and 
principles of living inspire such compassionate care. 
He emphasized that caring for the elderly is not easy; 
it is hard work.  He went on to say to the sta#  that 
the award is for their daily e# orts in caring for the 
Residents.  

“Real leadership understands that you never get it 
completely right...there’s always room to improve on 
what we’ve done before,” said Secretary Hall. He ended 
his comments with one of his favorite quotes, “An cora 
imparo.” ! e words are Michaelangelo’s, written when 
he was 87 years old:  “I am still learning.”

Mother Mary Vincent accepted the award on behalf 
of the Residents, sta# , volunteers and friends who 
share in making this honor possible. She beamed while 
saying “God has blessed us all with each other.” A 
capacity crowd % lled the auditorium for the program 
including Mary Esther Van Shura, Allegheny County’s 
Director of Community Outreach; Helene Paharik, 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh’s Director of the Department 
of Human Dignity; Father Jerome Dixon; Mother 
Mary Vincent and Secretary Hall. ! e Home’s schola 
accompanied by the choir of Resident bell-ringers 
provided entertainment. 

Mother Mary Vincent accepts the “Excellence in Quality Care 

Award” from Secretary John Michael Hall.  
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Mother Mary Vincent accepts the “Excellence in Quality Care 

R to L: Ron Barth of PANPHA and Resident Father John 

Palko; Brian Tarquinio with Advisory Board member Mary 

Lou McLaughlin; Charlotte Obert; Secretary Hall with 

Residents Margaret Harvey and Rose Kietter.
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Our Halls are Alive with the Sound of Music

There are many commonalities among 
Residents at our Home.  � e most audible 

is their appreciation for music.  From singing 
together at mass to learning instruments and 
performing, music brings happiness to one 
and all.

Taking center stage is our vital music therapy 
program which includes our newly formed 
Resident bell choir.  All Residents, even those 
with physical limitations, are encouraged 
to participate in the choir. � e bells are 
speci� cally designed for ease of use; notes are 
created by a turn of the wrist.  

Music has always been part of Resident Ruth 
Rudolph’s life.  As a child she learned to play 
the piano and later spent 10 years performing 
with her church bell choir. With failing vision, 
reading music had become so di�  cult Ruth 
had to cease performing. “I feel blessed to now 
be part of the Home’s bell choir as it really � lls 
a huge void for me and my love of music.  I look 
forward to weekly practice and performances.  I 
really love it,” Ruth added. 

R to L: Residents Mary Jane Jones, Helen Medvid and Josephine Keenan; 

Resident Ruth Rudolph; Music Therarpist Karen Jasko with Resident Al 

Rudolph; Residents Lois Hallstein and Msgr. Leo Bierster.
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A Volunteer for all Seasons

Dave Totin and Resident Virginia 

Steiner.

Dave Totin and Resident Virginia 

With echoes of  “It’s a Small 
World After All” still quietly 

humming through his head, Dave 
Totin showed up for his usual 7:30 
a.m. visit with Virginia Steiner. 
A visit to Disney World with 
grandchildren kept that musical 
memory alive.

In fact, it is a small world! Dave, a 
4th grade teacher for 36 years, started 
a Pen Pal Club with his students and 
the Residents at our Home. That was 
long before intergenerational projects 
became popular. The Pen Pal Club 
expanded into student visits and 
exchanging tales of  life experiences. 
Celebrating birthdays, Christmas and 
other holidays followed. 

Dave, now a retiree, can be found 
every weekday escorting his friend, 
Virginia, to breakfast. He sits with her 
in the dining room to provide any help 
she may need due to failing eyesight. 
He does not limit his care and concern 
to Virginia. He visits other Residents 
once a month and sends them cards 
and notes of  encouragement.

What would Virginia, a former 
dental lab tech at Pitt, and Dave, 
a school teacher, have to discuss? 
Apparently, plenty! At 93, Virginia 
has a treasure trove of  stories. 
Dave’s contributions fl ow from his 
teaching experiences; family life with 
2 daughters and 2 grandchildren; 
being his neighborhood’s“go-to guy”; 
woodcarving and his faith.

Dave is an Elder in the Allegheny 
Center Alliance Church. He teaches 
Bible classes and seeks opportunities 
to bring God’s love to others. The 
compassionate care he extends to our 
Home proves that he is truly a Gospel 
man!  
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House Happenings

Residents Marge Just and  Sister Mary 

Andrew Kallok work together to create 

rosaries for the missions.  

The children of the Dziubek  family stopped by recently to give Mother Mary Vincent and Sister Margaret the proceeds from their lemonade stand. Above is the note that accompanied their donation.

Decked out in Black & Gold, Residents & 

Employees cheer on the Pittsburgh Steelers in 

Superbowl XLV!  

Employee Cheryl Roche delivers 

a Valentine to Resident Virginia 

Lentini on Valentine’s Day which 

was also Residents’ Day at the 

Home. 

Residents Dolores Van Shura, Meryl Powers, and Peg O’Neal enjoyed the egg drop soup on Chinese New Year. 

Good St. Joseph 
Pray for us

When a situation of need presented 
itself in the early days of serving 

the elderly, Saint Jeanne Jugan 
remarked to her congregation, “How 
is it that you are not asking Saint 
Joseph for it?” The saint’s devoted 
faith in the powerful intercession of 
the patriarch of the Holy Family never 
wavered from the � rst moment she 
chose him to be the patron of the Little 
Sisters of the Poor. As we celebrate 
Saint Joseph’s feast day on March 19, 

we honor him as our advocate and 
protector, and thank him for his 
many blessings and intercession for 
our daily needs.

B. Gmuer
V. Lorence
J. Cirrito
D. Ellis

Cash Raffle Winners 2010
N. Stough

J. Himelrick
T. Iurlano

From Vera Bradley purses to Black 
& Gold goodies, there is something 

for everyone. Visit our Gi�  Shop 
now to purchase a chance to win one 
of 14 great gi�  baskets.  Tickets are 

available at the � ont desk for $1.00 
each or 6 for $5.00.  Good Luck!
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Sister Gemma, lsp with Bishop Zubik after she 
received the Manifesting the Kingdom Award 
for her service in the Diocese of Pittsburgh

! anks to everyone who participated!
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Keep Us Going
Remember Us in Your Will

Dear Friends,

After shoveling what seemed like tons of snow this 
winter, we rejoice that Spring is here with all the warmth 
and beauty of creation that accompanies it.  Our Mother 
Foundress, St. Jeanne Jugan, loved the garden.  It is said 
that she was always praising God and saw His hand in 
everything.  Even to the point of saying “I no longer see 
anything by God.”

In the midst of her praising, she never ceased to thank Him and pray for all those 
who helped her in her work. Along with her we thank God and pray for each of you 
daily. We witness around us, not only the beauty of nature, but the tenderness and 
love of all our friends. Each day we see God’s love in all who surround us! He has 
blessed us and our dear Residents through you.

We ask God that your Spring be fi lled with joys and blessings galore. May God 
grant each of us this special gift of “seeing” His hand and love in all things!  
     

Sincerely,
              

  Mother Mary Vincent, lsp    

Donate your 
Vehicle 

to support the
 Little Sisters. 

(412) 307-1268
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Keep Us Going

Our Philosophy 

The problem of poverty among the elderly is no less real today than it 
was in 1839, when our order was founded. In addition to material 

poverty, many older persons su� er from a lack of human and spiritual 
support.  Our approach to care considers the “whole person,” attending 
to their physial and medical needs as well as their emotional, spiritual and 
social life.  Each person deserves to be treated with respect and dignity, 
even if he is in a state of physical or mental decline.  We approach our 
work with the belief that old age is a stage of life- it is not an illness.

We are deeply thankful for each and every gi!  to our Home.  It is because 
of you that our presence in Pittsburgh has remained since 1872. " ank 
you for your continued support and may God bless you.

“Let me count the ways,” responded 
the poet when asked “How do I 

love thee?” " ere are countless ways in 
which Saint Jeanne Jugan, foundress of 
Little Sisters of the Poor, showed her 
love for the aged poor.  Many in our 
family of friends seek to # nd additional 
ways in which they, too, can show their 
love for the elderly in our care. 

" e newly formed James P. Wall 
Legacy Society provides a distinctive 
opportunity to let your legacy live on 
for generations to come.  Named in 
honor of the donor family who in 1923 
built Little Sisters’ Home on Benton 
Avenue, the Society will recognize 
individuals who are establishing their 
legacy through a planned gi!  to the 
Sisters.  Such a gi!  allows you to leave 
an enduring legacy.   

Your estate plan can include a 
bequest in your will, life income gi! s, 
life insurance, IRAs or other saving 
plans, stocks and charitable trusts. As a 
member of the Society, your name will 
be inscribed on a plaque in the Home.   
In this manner, you are recognized 
in the present for your future gi! .   
Members are remembered in the daily 
prayers of both the Little Sisters and 
Residents as well as in the Masses 
celebrated for our benefactors.  

If you would like to learn more about 
becoming a part of this special group 
of friends, or if you have added us into 
your Will but haven’t yet informed 
us, please contact Kathleen Baker at 
412 307-1268 or adevpittsburgh@
littlesisterso! hepoor.org.

 " ank you in advance for your 
consideration.  

Let your Legacy 
Live On! 


